
 
 

General Election 2019 – questions for Mitcham & Morden candidates 

 
Mitcham Cricket Green Community & Heritage – the local civic society for the Cricket Green Conservation Area and its environs – asked 

all the candidates standing for election to Parliament for Mitcham & Morden a series of questions.  These are the responses.  

 
 

 

 

 Jeremy Maddocks 
Brexit Party 

Des Coke 
Christian People’s 

Alliance  

Toby Williams 
Conservatives 

Pippa Maslin 
Greens 

Siobhain McDonagh 
Labour 

Luke Taylor  
 Liberal Democrats 

       

Q1 Why is Cricket 

Green special to 

you? 

No response 

provided 

Mitcham Cricket Green 

is special to me as I 

frequently walk around 
this area and I use the 

Vestry Hall. The area is 
famous for hosting 

Mitcham Cricket Club 

for over 300 years.  It 
is also historically 

famous for the fair and 
the greenery around 

Mitcham Common. 

 

There can be no doubt 

that Mitcham Cricket 

Green is one of the most 
precious areas in Merton 

and indeed the whole of 
Greater London.  

 

The high concentration of 
listed buildings alongside 

precious green spaces not 
only encapsulates 

Mitcham’s rich history but 

also strengthens our local 
community. Local people 

are brought together 
through their pride in this 

area and their desire to 

see it protected and 
improved. I saw this first-

hand when I helped to 

plant a new hedge on 
Cricket Green just a few 

weeks ago.  

When my parents and I 

moved from the 

Philippines to England in 
1977, living with my 

grandparents in Morden 
was only ever going to 

be a short-term 

arrangement and, 
happily, Merton Council 

managed to house us in 
the Figge’s Marsh ward, 

where we lived until I 

was six. I still have some 
very clear memories of 

that period and, many 
years on, it has been a 

real joy to help the 

Friends of Figge’s Marsh 
with hedge planting. I 

thank them for their 

work and hope to be 
able to find the time to 

join in with more of their 

Mitcham Cricket Green is a 

very, very special place in 

Mitcham and Morden, with 
the Conservation Area 

celebrating a wonderful 
50th anniversary this year. 

I hold so many wonderful 

memories of Mitcham 
Cricket Green, including a 

packed meeting in the 
Burn Bullock pub for Tony 

Blair. Unfortunately the 

traffic was so bad that day 
that both he and Alastair 

Campbell had to run down 
the road to make the 

meeting! On 2nd May 1997, 

I watched the sunrise on 
the cricket green having 

just been elected as the 

MP for Mitcham and 
Morden. 

 

Mitcham Cricket Green 

conservation area is the 

heart of Mitcham and 
represents the historic 

centre of the town. The 
Cricket Green represents 

a microcosm of the 

conflicts between 
historical preservation, 

the changing nature of 
our public and shared 

spaces, the commercial 

nature of developments 
and the compromises 

that these developments 
demand. These conflicts 

play out in the work of 

the vital community 
organisations that exist 

in Merton, such as the 

Mitcham Cricket Green 
Community and 

Heritage.  



 
This is really why Cricket 

Green is so special. The 
area not only reminds us 

of the past but also unites 

local people in looking to 
Mitcham’s positive future 

too.  
 

activities. 
 

These days, I work in the 
Cricket Green ward, at a 

Deaf and Disabled 

People’s Organisation 
called Merton Centre for 

Independent Living, and 
I think that the area has 

much to commend it. 

Including the splendid 
Vestry Hall and the 

historic cricket green, 
there are a number of 

characterful buildings 

and pleasant green 
spaces, as well as many 

established trees. 

 

 
On a recent visit to the 

pavilion on Mitcham 
Heritage Day, I was 

struck by how 

unfortunate it was that 
the pavilion building, in 

such a fantastic location 
for a cricket club, could 

be surrounded by the 

derelict Burn Bullock and 
The White Hart which 

very much detract from 
the character and 

atmosphere of the 

extended centre of 
Mitcham. As a keen 

cricketer, most recently 

for East Molesey Cricket 
Club in Surrey, I 

appreciate the value of a 
community club that 

gives sporting 

opportunities to our 
youths and children, and 

also acts as the centre of 
a community as a 

functional space, but 

also drawing friends and 
neighbours together for 

a common goal.  

 
That Mitcham has been 

able to retain the 
sporting and (until 

recently) social heart of 

the town in such a 
central and historic 

location is the main 
reason that this area is 

special to me, and is an 

area and community that 
I would work hard to 

protect and enhance. 
 

Q2 Do you support 
the Cricket Green 

Charter? 

No response 
provided 

I fully support The 
Cricket Green Charter 

and all actions that will 
enable he Charter to 

be implemented. 

Yes. I think the charter 
strikes a good balance 

between supporting 
sensible development 

while protecting the 

unique character of this 
area.  

 

Yes. It encourages 
residents, visitors, 

businesses and 
developers to be 

responsible and show 

sensitivity, and I love the 
fact that dialogue with 

local people was integral 

I wholeheartedly agree 
with so much of the 

Cricket Green Charter and 
the strong foundation it 

provides for future 

development for Cricket 
Green. I believe that the 

future of The Wilson is of 

I do personally, and the 
Merton Liberal 

Democrats as a group 
also support the Cricket 

Green Charter. We are 

committed to the 
creation of 

Neighbourhood Plans to 

https://mitchamcricketgreen.org.uk/cricket-green-charter/
https://mitchamcricketgreen.org.uk/cricket-green-charter/


to its composition and is 
central to its aims. 

particular importance. 
 

give people real control 
over development in 

their area, by turning 
residents’ views into 

planning rules. This 

approach would build on 
community efforts to 

develop the Cricket 
Green Charter and 

ensure that Merton 

Council acts in the 
interests of all residents 

in the decisions it takes. 
 

Q3 What will be your 
first three actions as 

a Member of 
Parliament to help 

deliver the Cricket 

Green Charter? 

No response 
provided 

My first three actions 
as a member of 

Parliament would be to 
1. ensure that the 

planning aspects of 

quality development 
detailed in the Cricket 

Green Charter is 
upheld. 2. There is no 

loss of green spaces.  

3. Management plans 
for the registered town 

greens are protected 

and plans are prepared 
to enhance landscape 

and public enjoyment. 
I have had previous 

experience working 

with planning, 
redevelopment and 

renovations with 
Hammersmith and 

Fulham Council, whilst 

I was Chair of The 
Edward Woods 

Residents Association. 

 

 Arrange a 
parliamentary debate 

on the subject of 
Mitcham Cricket 

Green in order to raise 

awareness of the 
challenges that this 

area faces.  
 Scrutinise new 

planning legislation 

and publicly and 
energetically 

campaign against any 

new regulations which 
make it easier to build 

small units on green 
spaces. Included in 

this would be the 

Mayor’s Draft London 
Plan.  

 Arrange a meeting 
with Merton Council, 

and encourage them 

to take steps to 
preserve and improve 

Cricket Green. 

Specifically, I would 
ask for appropriate 

action to be taken on 
the Burn Bullock, The 

Wilson and the cricket 

club pavilion.  
 

I would seek to: address 
a concern that 

dominates public 
responses to planning 

applications, namely, the 

worry that increased 
building height and 

building designs, 
renovations and 

regeneration projects 

that are incongruous 
with the existing 

buildings will be an 

eyesore and set a 
precedent for future 

projects, changing the 
whole look of the area 

for the worse; do all that 

I can to ensure that the 
redevelopment of the 

Wilson site lives up to 
what has been promised 

and is delivered as soon 

as possible; and build 
upon the cross-party 

commitment to secure 

the cricket pavilion for 
the community, as 

detailed in 
https://insidecroydon.co

m/2018/07/25/politician

s-lead-call-for-1000-
years-more-cricket-at-

mitcham/. 
 

First and foremost, I will 
continue to do all I can to 

support the future of The 
Wilson. I want to see a 

proper medical facility 

including a GP service, 
outpatients, and the option 

for step down or 
rehabilitative beds. 

 

I want to encourage the 
redevelopment and 

upgrading of the Burn 

Bullock site including 
Mitcham Cricket Pavilion. 

 
I want to see affordable 

housing at the Benedict 

Wharf Site. This would 
secure very significant 

improvements to the local 
area including the 

reduction in the use of 

heavy vehicles on Church 
Road and helping to 

revitalise Benedict Primary 

School. 
 

My first action would be 
to listen to the local 

community and find out 
its current priorities as I 

would not wish to speak 

for the people of 
Mitcham or Cricket 

Green without asking 
them directly. 

Irrespective, efforts to 

promote the renovation 
and use of the Burn 

Bullock and the White 

Hart are obvious 
priorities. These 

historical properties can 
be catalysts of 

redevelopment of Cricket 

Green and should be the 
focus of efforts to 

transform the area. 

Q4 Will you make 
representations as a 

Member of 
Parliament on 

No response 
provided 

I will make 
representations as a 

Member of Parliament 
on any planning 

Yes, absolutely.  
 

Yes Yes Yes 

https://insidecroydon.com/2018/07/25/politicians-lead-call-for-1000-years-more-cricket-at-mitcham/
https://insidecroydon.com/2018/07/25/politicians-lead-call-for-1000-years-more-cricket-at-mitcham/
https://insidecroydon.com/2018/07/25/politicians-lead-call-for-1000-years-more-cricket-at-mitcham/
https://insidecroydon.com/2018/07/25/politicians-lead-call-for-1000-years-more-cricket-at-mitcham/
https://insidecroydon.com/2018/07/25/politicians-lead-call-for-1000-years-more-cricket-at-mitcham/


planning applications 
for development in 

Mitcham Cricket 
Green Conservation 

Area that fail to 

enhance its special 
qualities? (Yes/No) 

 

applications for 
development in 

Mitcham Cricket Green 
Conservation Area that 

fail to enhance its 

special qualities. 
 

Q5 What action will 

you take to help 
provide legal security 

for Mitcham Cricket 
Club and its pavilion 

(registered as 

Merton’s first asset 
of community value) 

to continue the 335 
year old tradition of 

cricket being played 

on the Green? 

I am very 

supportive of the 
Cricket Club and 

will do everything I 
can to support you. 

The action I would take 

to help provide legal 
security for Mitcham 

Cricket Club and its 
pavilion (registered as 

Merton’s first asset of 

community value) to 
continue the 335 year 

old tradition of cricket 
being played on the 

Green is a follows:- 

 
i) i) Register with the 

Information 
Commissioners Office 

on issues of 

Notification as a Data 
Controller and update 

records annually. 

 
ii) ii) Follow data 

protection principals as 
set out under Data 

Protection Act 1998. 

 

I will:  

 Resist any efforts to 
move the pavilion 

onto the cricket pitch 
itself. This green 

space should be free 

of any development 
whatsoever.  

 Push Merton Council 
to look into placing a 

compulsory purchase 

order on the pavilion, 
finally giving the local 

community the 
certainty they 

deserve.  

 Campaign against the 
overdevelopment of 

the Burn Bullock, 

ensuring that the club 
retains ample storage 

facilities. 

Please see my answer to 

question 3. 

I will continue to put 

pressure on Phoenix – the 
owners of the Burn Bullock 

site – to redevelop the site 
and to improve the cricket 

pavilion including the 

provision of a long term 
lease at a peppercorn rent 

in order to allow the club 
to take advantage of the 

funds available from 

sporting bodies such as 
the English Cricket Board. 

 

As mentioned in my 

answer to 1. I absolutely 
agree that Mitcham 

Cricket Club are a vital 
part of the identity and 

future of Mitcham as a 

town, and of a core 
component of the 

Conservation Area. The 
Cricket Green must be 

protected as a sporting 

field, and the club 
supported to expand 

their already impressive 
adult and junior cricket 

program. Growth 

through expanding the 
junior cricket ranks by 

cultivating local talent is 

the most sustainable and 
socially beneficial 

development plan, and 
will also help to bring 

financial sustainability to 

the club, and is 
something that I 

personally will promote 
and support.  

 

More generally, the 
Merton Liberal 

Democrats are 

committed to build on 
Merton’s success in the 

London Borough of 
Culture competition and 

work with local groups to 

attract funding to 
promote our heritage 

and encourage visitors. 
We want to support local 

groups, charities and 

businesses in 
cooperation to bring our 

community together and 



to stimulate local 
enterprises and culture.  

 
As your MP I would 

support community 

efforts to preserve and 
improve the pavilion 

building and restore and 
develop the Burn Bullock 

whilst protecting the 

cricket pavilion and club, 
so that both can become 

year-round community 
assets. 

 

Q6 What are your 

priorities for the new 
Merton Local Plan?  

 

No response 

provided 

My priorities for the 

new Merton Local 
Plan:- 

 

- To ensure that the 
best interest of 

residents and 
businesses are met. 

- To ensure that The 

Council is successful in 
maintaining, vision, 

management and        

development of the 
future of Merton. 

 

I want the next Merton 

Local Plan to:  
 Protect Merton’s 

brilliant green spaces, 

including those in 
Mitcham.  

 Prioritise getting more 
family-sized homes 

built. It is a tragedy 

that so many families 
are priced out of 

Mitcham and forced to 

move to the home 
counties and beyond. 

Rebalancing the size 
mix in favour of larger 

homes will help 

families to remain in 
Merton.  

 Ensure that any new 
development fits in 

with the local 

vernacular. This is 
particularly important 

in Cricket Green as 

good design is key to 
maintaining the 

unique character of 
the area.  

 

I would prioritise: the 

prevention of increased 
building height and 

building designs, 

renovations and 
regeneration projects 

that are incongruous 
with the existing 

buildings; the creation of 

truly affordable housing 
built to the Passivhaus 

standard or an 

equivalent standard; the 
protection of green 

spaces; an increase in 
canopy cover; the 

implementation of 

solutions to the waste 
management problems 

that blight the area, in 
the main, littering and 

fly-tipping; the 

enactment of measures 
that tackle the high 

levels of air pollution, 

primarily by decreasing 
the high volume of petrol 

and diesel vehicles that 
come through the area, 

whilst increasing 

opportunities for active 
travel; and the 

enforcement of a level of 
policing that ensures the 

safety of all who live, 

socialise and pass 
through the centre, 

especially at night. 

Affordable housing. 

 
The potential for the 

redevelopment of a 

number of social housing 
sites in need of 

improvement and 
modernisation. 

 

Ensuring a healthy 
environment across 

Merton. 

 

The provision of more 

affordable homes is a 
key priority for Merton 

Liberal Democrats, 

needed to overcome the 
repeated failure of the 

Labour Council to meet 
relevant affordable 

housing targets. It will 

be important that new 
infrastructure, for 

example, school and GP 

provision, should reflect 
significant development 

and population change.  
 

More emphasis should be 

placed on street design 
to encourage cycling and 

walking and to 
discourage rat-running 

(the proposal to limit 

access to certain streets 
will only increase 

congestion). Efforts to 

improve gridlock around 
Cricket Green and 

towards Croydon would 
be hugely positive (and 

would also have air 

quality improvements. 



Q7 What will you do 
to ensure there are 

more and better 
places for the local 

community to meet 

and things to see 
and do, including 

more cultural events, 
in the area? 

No response 
provided 

I would have a surgery 
and meet with 

residents and listen to 
their concerns; I would 

read reviews and 

feedback from Merton’s 
Local Offer and also 

ensure that 
consultations are 

taking place that 

include residents, 
businesses and 

community 
organisations to enable 

these ideas to bear 

fruit.  
 

I will:  
 Back the Prime 

Minister’s plan to 
reduce business rates, 

helping to attract new 

businesses - 
especially start-ups - 

to the area.  
 Wholeheartedly 

support any funding 

bids for community 
projects, including 

museums, cultural 
events and 

community hubs.  

 Support any plans to 
restore the local pubs.  

 Push for 

improvements to our 
local transport 

network, and resist 
any cuts, so that it is 

easier for people to 

get to and from 
Mitcham. 

 

The obvious starting 
place is to ask the local 

community what they 
want and then empower 

them to realise their 

vision by pursuing the 
permission and funding 

needed. For example, I 
am aware of: a strong 

desire to build upon the 

work of people and 
organisations who seek 

to recognise the rich 
history of the area 

through a variety of 

physical features and 
events; support for 

reopening the White Hart 

and the Burn Bullock; 
and a wish for cafes that 

provide healthy 
alternatives to the fare 

available in the fast food 

outlets which dominate 
the area. 

 
On a personal note, as 

someone who has gotten 

to know the area better 
in recent years, I enjoy 

being around people 

from a wide range of 
backgrounds and would 

like to see more events 
that celebrate this 

diversity. Likewise, I was 

delighted to encounter a 
street opera earlier this 

year and feel that there 
should be more live 

music in the area. 

 

I have a history of working 
for our local community in 

this way, including 
supporting community arts 

festivals and I always 

ensure that any planning 
gain from local 

developments should be 
prioritised for the local 

community. 

 
Under Tory Governments 

we’ve lost vital youth 
services – giving young 

people things to do in the 

evenings and at weekends. 
But it’s one thing to point 

out problems and another 

to find solutions. That’s 
why I’m campaigning for a 

brand-new Onside Youth 
Centre in our constituency. 

Open 365 days a year, this 

centre would cost just 50p 
per visit and serve hot 

food for £1. It would be a 
safe space for our young 

people to explore sports, 

arts, dance, fashion and 
music. I have had a green 

light from the Council and 

now need to find the 
funding. This must be a 

priority for our area, and I 
pledge to do all I can to 

bring an Onside Youth 

Centre to our constituency 
if I am re-elected on 12th 

December. 
 

Working with, and 
helping to lead initiatives 

for Merton Council will be 
vital to attracting outside 

investment in the area, 

and to encourage local 
and broader 

organizations to run 
events that enhance our 

community. I will also do 

all I can to provide 
support for local 

community groups to 
organise and run cultural 

events relevant to the 

people of Mitcham and 
Morden. 

Q8 What will you do 
to ensure the 

redevelopment of the 

Benedict Wharf site 
respects the 

character of Mitcham 
and is led by an 

urban design vision 

that avoids high 
tower blocks and 

emphasises the 

No response 
provided 

Firstly, tower blocks 
would be inconsistent 

to ascetics of Mitcham 

Cricket Green.  The key 
word being used in The 

Cricket Green Charter 
is visual intrusion. 

Tower Blocks would be 

a nuisance. 
 

Mitcham has a long 
history, superb culture 

and many listed buildings. 

To spoil the quality of life 
and street scene with 

excessively high buildings 
would be a stain on this 

brilliant urban village. 

 
The Conservatives have a 

great track record of 

It is difficult to add 
anything to MCGC&H’s 

brilliant July 2019 

representation. I applaud 
their efforts to work with 

SUEZ and worry about 
SUEZ disengaging with 

them. If elected, I would 

seek to speak up for 
MCGC&H’s vision for the 

redevelopment. For 

I have already met with 
the CEO of Suez UK to talk 

to him about the planning 

application for the site and 
expressed my concern that 

it consists of blocks of 
flats. 

 

The opportunity that has 
arisen to develop the 

SUEZ Benedict Wharf 

site and provide around 
600 new homes is 

fantastic for Mitcham, 
but must be done in a 

way that protects the 

character of the area. 
Similarly thoe 600 new 

homes have the potential 



importance of streets 
and houses? 

resisting inappropriate 
high-rise buildings in this 

area. In 2008/9, when my 
party ran Merton Council, 

we rejected plans to 

develop Mitcham’s multi-
storey carpark and build 

inappropriately high 
buildings.  

 

I will support the 
development of suitable, 

low-rise buildings in the 
area and vociferously 

oppose any high-rise 

developments.  
 

example, I have read a 
September 2019 GLA 

planning report which 
states that the current 

plans do not comply with 

the London Plan and 
draft London Plan, but 

could do if certain 
changes were made, and 

I would aim to ensure 

that there is no 
disconnect between the 

GLA’s role in the process 
and the needs and wants 

of local residents. 

to make the traffic 
situation around Cricket 

Green and Mitcham 
Town Centre worse. 

Restricting car parking 

provision, incentivising 
car club membership and 

the provision of lots of 
bike storage, and good 

well lit access to the 

tram would help to 
mitigate this traffic 

impact.  
 

I am personally more 

relaxed with taller 
buildings than the 

Mitcham Cricket Green 

Community and Heritage 
group may be, however 

not being a very local 
resident I would defer to 

the local community in 

their views towards 
acceptable heights and 

styles of development. 
At the same time, the 

provision  of roof 

gardens and vertical 
greening would be 

attractive, improve the 

urban environment and 
air quality, and 

contribute to carbon 
reduction whatever the 

height of the buildings, 

so should be a 
requirement of allowing 

the development to 
proceed. 

 

The note that the 
Mitcham Cricket Green 

Community and Heritage 
group submitted to SUEZ 

is extremely helpful, and 

I would support the 
inclusion of 

knowledgeable and 

competent community 
groups in drawing up 

outlines for development 
guidance. 



Q9 What is your 
vision for the future 

of the Wilson? 

No response 
provided 

To see this re-
development of Wilson 

to meet the community 
health needs ASAP.  

Prior to the centre 

closing, my family 
were using the Wilson 

Clinic as their nearest 
GP that operated out of 

hours.  It is truly 

disappointing to see 
that access to the 

centre is still 
unavailable.  

 

I agree entirely with the 
vision for the Wilson set 

out in the Cricket Green 
Charter.  

 

This fantastic building 
needs to be retained as a 

community asset which 
contributes to meeting the 

healthcare needs of local 

people. This needs to be 
done while retaining and 

conserving the building’s 
frontage and overall 

aesthetics.  

 

I was shocked by the 
closure of the GP 

practice and walk-in 
service on 31st March 

2017, and I am sorry to 

say that I remain 
unconvinced by Merton 

CCG’s ‘assurance’ that 
other practices are able 

to provide for those who 

have lost out. From what 
I have been told by 

friends in the area and 
people that I encounter 

through my work, GP 

appointments are 
increasingly difficult to 

secure and many 

patients are bounced 
between various GPs, 

jeopardising health. In 
light of the well-

documented health 

inequalities between the 
east and west of the 

borough, what has 
happened is far from 

ideal - indeed, unethical. 

I like what I read of the 
plans described in 

https://www.mvsc.co.uk

/news/latest-news-
about-redeveloping-

wilson-hospital. A health 
and wellbeing campus 

sounds excellent. 

However, I am deeply 
concerned that a 

promise that new 
facilities would be open 

by mid-2020 has 

morphed into an 
‘anticipation’ that it will 

be ready by the end of 
2022. 

Furthermore, whilst I am 

happy to be corrected, I 
sense that there is still 

great anxiety about the 

loss of the full classical 
frontage and symmetry 

of the existing building. 
My vision for the Wilson 

I would like to see a 
proper medical facility 

including a GP service, 
outpatients, and the option 

for step down or 

rehabilitative beds. 
 

The Merton Liberal 
Democrats campaigned 

against the closure of 
the walk-in centre at 

Wilson Hospital, and 

believe that the 
replacement GP Access 

Hubs doesn’t meet the 
same need. Regarding 

the site, I think it is 

important to retain and 
enhance the classical 

frontage and other 
original elements of the 

locally listed building and 

preserve and increase 
the green space. 

Consideration should be 

given for off-road access 
and a drop-off point to 

Cranmer School to ease 
congestion and reduce 

air pollution associated 

with the school run. 

https://www.mvsc.co.uk/news/latest-news-about-redeveloping-wilson-hospital
https://www.mvsc.co.uk/news/latest-news-about-redeveloping-wilson-hospital
https://www.mvsc.co.uk/news/latest-news-about-redeveloping-wilson-hospital
https://www.mvsc.co.uk/news/latest-news-about-redeveloping-wilson-hospital


is a highly effective 
health and wellbeing 

campus that opens as 
soon as possible and, in 

terms of appearance, 

retains its original 
character in accordance 

with the Cricket Green 
Charter. 

 

Q10 What are your 

priorities for 
addressing the 

climate emergency 

and reducing air 
pollution in Mitcham 

Cricket Green? 

No response 

provided 

No response provided I am delighted that the 

Conservatives have 
reduced greenhouse 

gasses by a quarter since 

2010 and legislated to end 
our contribution to global 

warming by 2050. As part 
of this fight against 

climate change, a majority 

Conservative Government 
will plant 30,000,000 

additional trees by 2025, 
protect our oceans and 

invest in electric car 

charging points – just to 
name a few measures.  

 

Locally, I will push for 
Mitcham Cricket Green to 

benefit from these new 
trees. I will also work with 

City Hall to secure a 

greater number of electric, 
hydrogen or hybrid buses 

in order to radically 
improve Mitcham’s air 

quality.  

 

The importance of 

addressing climate 
breakdown motivated 

me to: ask the council, 

at the February and April 
full council meetings, if 

they would declare a 
Climate Emergency and 

do all in its power to 

make the borough 
carbon neutral by 2030; 

petition the council 
accordingly, gathering 

over 2200 signatures; 

and meet with the 
Cabinet Member for 

Adult Social Care, Health 

and the Environment to 
discuss what a carbon 

zero borough might look 
like. The Green Party 

would like the council to 

bring forward its target 
of 2050 to 2030, and will 

continue to push for that 
outcome, but I commend 

Councillors for 

unanimously passing a 
cross-party motion and 

Officers for engaging 

with the process, and am 
pleased to now sit on a 

Climate Emergency 
Working Group who are 

helping the council to 

shape a Climate Action 
Plan. 

 
The necessity of carbon 

neutrality and the 

problem of air pollution 
in Mitcham are clearly at 

odds. Through playing 

Climate change is one of 

the defining issues – if not 
the defining issue of this 

generation, and I feel 

incredibly strongly about 
the need for immediate, 

concerted, and decisive 
action in this area. The UK 

has a duty to play a 

leading role in the fight to 
reduce carbon emissions 

and 
combat climate change glo

bally. The biggest 

reduction in emissions in 
Mitcham Cricket Green will 

be as a result of the 

development of the 
Benedict Wharf site with 

no trucks or lorries 
accessing the current site. 

 

The Liberal Democrats 

have presented 
comprehensive plans in 

our manifesto for 

addressing the climate 
emergency and I would 

defer to that for general 
plans.  

 

My personal priorities in 
Mitcham and Morden will 

be to work with the 
council to further 

develop the burgeoning 

electric vehicle (EV) 
charger network which 

allow residents to 

consider EVs as an 
option when purchasing 

a vehicle. I would also 
encourage and enable 

the uptake of car clubs 

and car share schemes 
to reduce the total 

numbers of vehicles on 
our roads. I would also 

promote measures to 

require all private hire 
vehicles to become zero 

emission due to their 

high mileage and 
contribution to both 

emissions and poor air 
quality.  

 

Similarly, I would work 
with Merton Council to 

transition their vehicle 
fleet to zero emission 

vehicles. A major 

contributor to carbon 
emissions is residential 

gas boilers, so I would 



my part in the Transport 
and Green Spaces sub-

groups in the Climate 
Emergency Working 

Group, I will endeavour 

to champion Mitcham’s 
cause. In particular, I 

believe that school traffic 
is a significant 

contributor to poor air 

quality, and would like to 
see collaboration 

between the council, 
schools, and pupils’ 

families to improve the 

situation. 
 

If elected, I am unsure 

as to whether I would 
still be allowed to sit on 

the Climate Emergency 
Working Group, If it is 

not possible. I will 

endeavour to support its 
efforts in a parliamentary 

capacity. 
 

promote programs to 
provide funding and 

subsidies for residents to 
replace their gas central 

heating and hot water 

boilers with electric 
boilers, and require 

residential electricity 
suppliers to transition to 

zero carbon supplies of 

electricity. 
 

We must also require 
that all new housing 

provision in Mitcham and 

Morden, and Merton 
more broadly is zero 

carbon, and provide 

grants for residents to 
improve insulation and 

energy efficiency in their 
own homes. We should 

be also providing grants 

for schools, hospitals and 
businesses to invest in 

renewable energy 
sources of energy, both 

grid supply and localised 

solar panels and 
electricity storage. 
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