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PROPOSED HOARDINGS AROUND OLD FIRE STATION 

Planning application 19/P3904 

December 2019 

 
1. Mitcham Cricket Green Community & Heritage takes an active interest in the 

future of the Cricket Green Conservation Area and its environs.  We are the civic society 

for this part of Merton and part of the wider civic movement through membership of the 

national charity Civic Voice. We have been closely involved in the development of the 

Merton Local Plan, Borough Character Studies, the Conservation Area Appraisal and 
Management Plan and numerous development proposals in the area.  Our approach to 

development and change in the area is established in the Cricket Green Charter which 

was refreshed in 2019 with the support of London Borough of Merton and local 

councillors (https://mitchamcricketgreen.org.uk/cricket-green-charter/).  The Charter 
has been acknowledged in the Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan for 

Cricket Green.  We have also contributed to production of the Merton Heritage Strategy 

as a member of the Merton Heritage Forum.  We are members of The Canons Steering 

Group delivering a £5m Lottery funded project and also undertake practical projects, 
organise walks and run Mitcham Heritage Day and Community on the Green.  We ask 

that these representations are made available online through Planning Explorer. 

 

2. We have considered the proposals for temporary hoardings for twelve months 
around the old fire station in the context of: 

 the site’s prominent location at the heart of Mitcham Cricket Green Conservation 

Area and adjacent to a registered Town Green 

 the site’s position in the setting of the nationally listed war memorial  

 the locally listed status of the old fire station and the Vestry Hall 
 relevant development plan policies 

 the refreshed Cricket Green Charter 

 

3. Merton Council’s Planning Application Validation Checklist requires a Heritage 
Statement to be provided for all development proposals “impacting on or within, or on 

the setting of, the following heritage assets: 

 Listed buildings (designated HA) 

 Locally listed buildings (undesignated HA) 
 Buildings in conservation areas (designated HA)” 

 

4. No Heritage Statement has been provided and the application should not be 

validated until this is available.  We request being re-notified of the application at this 

stage. 
 

5. We also note that the applicant has installed lines of concrete bollards within the 

unauthorised hoarding that has already been erected and that no mention is made of 

these in the application.  These will need to be removed even if the hoardings are 
permitted. 

 

6. The proposed hoarding will have a major, detrimental, visual impact on this key 

location in the heart of Mitcham Cricket Green Conservation Area.  The character of 
Lower Green West (a registered town green) is defined by the variety of views through 
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and across it.  These will be significantly obstructed.  The hoarding will also damage the 

setting of the nationally listed war memorial for which an uncluttered setting in open 

green space is a key significance.  The hoardings will also cause harm to the locally listed 

fire station and Vestry Hall by limiting views and eroding their context. 

 
7. The application states that the “primary purpose of the hoarding is to secure the 

site given its isolated location and high local value”.  There is no justification provided for 

why the hoardings are required to enclose such an extensive area of land.  The applicant 

is responsible for the former fire station building and not the apron in front of the 
building which would be enclosed by the proposed hoarding.  This apron does not need 

to be “secure” and is in Merton Council ownership.  There is nothing at risk if the apron 

remains unenclosed and there is certainly no justification for enclosing it in such an 

intrusive manner.  The failure to justify the excessive area to be enclosed is further 
illustrated by the absence of any hoardings elsewhere around the building.  The building 

only needs to be secure at its immediate perimeter.  This can be provided by appropriate 

security alarms and surveillance without damage to the Conservation Area. 

 

8. Given the sensitivity of the location we believe the most appropriate solution for 
the site will be to continue the longstanding arrangements for a property guardian within 

the building. 

 

9. We are also concerned that if temporary permission is granted then the hoardings 
will not be removed after twelve months.  The applicant’s track record has been wilfully 

to ignore planning controls by erecting the existing hoardings without seeking planning 

permission and on land not in their ownership.  We are also aware that the likelihood of 

any future planning application for repurposing the former fire station being resolved 
within twelve months is remote, especially given the quality of the proposals which have 

come forward to date. 

 

10. We should be keen to work with the new owners of the old fire station to co-
design its future re-purposing and use and to help inform any interpretation and other 

information which is planned to be provided. 

  

11. For these reasons we object to this planning application for unnecessary 

hoardings which we believe fail to preserve or enhance Mitcham Cricket Green 
Conservation Area, harm the setting of the listed war memorial, harm two locally listed 

buildings and are in conflict with development plan policies CS14, DM D1, DM D2 and DM 

D4.  We ask that planning permission is refused. 

 


