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1. As the two civic societies for Mitcham we are collaborating in response to the 

proposed development of an additional two storeys at Deseret House for maisonettes.  

This is a prominent location at the gateway to Mitcham Town Centre along London Road 

and immediately adjacent to Mitcham Cricket Green Conservation Area. 

 

2. We have considered the plans in relation to development plan policies and their 

impact on the area.  We note two prior pre-application discussions but have not yet been 

privy to the details of these and so are unable to comment on how these proposals have 

been developed.  Additionally, we are concerned by the quality of information provided 

in support of the application.  Initially the application was considered invalid by Merton 

Council on the grounds of missing information.  We consider the quality of information 

now provided, notably the Design and Access statement, to be of such poor quality for a 

development of this scale and prominence that the application should not be registered. 

 

3. We object to the proposals on the following grounds: 

 

 Deseret House’s key relationship is with the existing buildings running north east 

into Mitcham Town Centre.  We are invited by the applicant to “Note blocks to the 

left are 2 storeys higher” as a justification for adding two storeys.  The “blocks to 

the left” comprise the Glebe Court residential estate – a well-defined area of high 

architectural quality in Mitcham Cricket Green Conservation Area that is set well 

back from the road in a well-established landscape.  Glebe Court is physically and 

visually separate and has no relevant relationship with Deseret House that could 

justify the development 

 The proposals will add an incongruous additional bulk that damages the 

remaining integrity of the retail parade along London Road 

 There is a lack of detailing and an inappropriate colour and finish which will jar 

visually and exacerbate the poor quality of existing buildings in the area thereby 

making a negative visual impact on the surroundings in conflict with Policy CS2 

 Inadequate access to the proposed maisonettes and overlooking of adjacent 

residential properties (including during winter months when trees have shed their 

leaves)  

 A failure to respond to the higher standards now expected in Mitcham Town 

Centre following the recent Rediscover Mitcham investment 

 

4. We object to the plans and consider them to be in conflict with conflict with NPPF 

paragraph 48 (refusing poorly designed development) and Policies DM D1, DM D2, CS2 

and CS14. 


