
 

 
 
DEMOLITION AND REDEVELOPMENT OF THE CRICKETERS PUBLIC HOUSE 

Statement by Mitcham Cricket Green Community & Heritage to Merton 
Planning Applications Committee, 17 March 2016 

 
I am Tony Burton, a trustee of Mitcham Cricket Green Community & Heritage, the 
civic society for this part of Mitcham.   
 
Here we are again, with yet another unacceptable development proposal to demolish 
the Cricketers pub for a block of flats.  And unlike the recent plan for the Kwik Fit site 
we have strong backing from two Planning Inspectors for only allowing the highest 
quality development on this site. 
 
We agree with the view expressed at a previous Planning Applications Committee 
that this is “one of the most important sites in Merton”.  It is a unique island location, 
visible from all sides, in the heart of the Conservation Area and opposite the oldest 
cricket ground in the world.  There has been a public house on the site of the 
Cricketers since 1799. Horatio Nelson may well have raised a tankard here while 
relaxing over a cricket match. 
 
We recognise improvements in the latest proposals but they fail on four grounds: 
 
First, they replace a pub with a private block of flats on protected open land where 
buildings have only been permitted on the ancient green in the past because of their 
important community use.  We were more than a little surprised to read in the 
Officer’s report that alternative facilities are available in the Burn Bullock, White Hart 
and Queen's Head.  All three are now closed. 
 
Second, the proposals are not of the outstanding quality needed to meet the legal 
requirement for development to “preserve or enhance” the Conservation Area.  This 
is a site which needs either a very modest building or one that stands out for the 
positive contribution it makes to the area.  The proposals before you do neither.  
They are derivative and lack any distinction. The new building takes its cues from the 
adjacent Vestry Hall and former Mitcham fire station rather than adding to the 
character of the Conservation Area.  This is lazy design. 
 



Third, the building is still too large.  It will both compete with and diminish the locally 
listed Vestry Hall and former fire station.  Both the 2010 and 2013 Inspectors 
commented positively on the value of the current “loose and informal grouping” of 
buildings and this will be lost. 
 
Fourth, the new flats do not respect the prominence of the site.  They will be visible 
from many angles and views of the proposed building from the north west across 
Lower Green West will offer a notably weaker elevation of inferior design quality. 
 
We ask you to refuse this development on the grounds of its negative impact on the 
Conservation Area and conflict with Policies CS14 and DM D2. You are supported in 
this by the clear expectation in previous Inspectors’ reports that this site needs a 
building of the highest quality. 
 
Finally, we ask that it you are minded to grant permission then far more care is 
needed to colour match the bricks and roof tiles to those used in the Vestry Hall. 
Securing an accurate colour match between adjacent buildings of such markedly 
different ages and construction is notoriously difficult to achieve.  Get it wrong and 
the visual impact will be horrendous.  We believe much more stringent planning 
conditions than those recommended by Officers will be needed to guarantee the 
quality of materials and colour match required, and the material used should be 
approved by conservation experts. 
 
Mitcham deserves better – we owe it to all those who have nurtured Cricket Green 
for generations and all those who are to enjoy it in the future.  Once again, we put 
our trust in you to make sure this very special site gets the development it deserves.  
 


