
 

General enquiries: info@mitchamcricketgreen.org.uk  
Web site: www.mitchamcricketgreen.org.uk  

Twitter: @MitchamCrktGrn 
 

Registered Office c/o MVSC, Vestry Hall, 336/338 London Road, Mitcham, Surrey, CR4 3UD 

Company registration no. 04659164   Charity registration no. 1106859 

 

 

BURN BULLOCK – LISTED BUILDING REPAIR NOTICE 
 

Application number 15/P2924 

September 2015 
 

 

1. Mitcham Cricket Green Community and Heritage takes an active interest in the 
future of the Cricket Green Conservation Area and its environs.  We are the civic society 
for this part of Merton and part of the wider civic movement through membership of the 
national charity Civic Voice.  We have been closely involved in the development of the 
new Character Study, the Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan and 
numerous development proposals in the area.  The Cricket Green Charter (attached) 
establishes our approach to development and change in the area and was developed in 
partnership with the London Borough of Merton, the local community and our local 
councillors. 
 
2. The Burn Bullock is “one of the most significant buildings within the conservation 
area” (Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan, 2013).  It has both historic 
and cultural significance.  The building is Grade II listed and includes an important 

medieval wing of distinctive timber and brick construction as well as being a timber 
framed 18th century coaching house.  It is the birthplace of the Association of Cricket 
Umpires and its very name is synonymous with the oldest cricket ground in the world.  
Burn Bullock was Vice Chair of Mitcham Cricket Club and his name is recorded on the 
Tom Ruff Memorial Stone. 
 
3. We are acutely conscious of the declining fortunes of this building and the risk to 

its historic significance from neglect and decay.  This also has consequences for the 
future of the cricket pavilion which is held by the same owner as the Burn Bullock.  
There are also historical links with the nearby White Hart, also listed and also one of the 
coaching inns of Mitcham.  The owner of the Burn Bullock also has interests in the White 
Hart and we would not wish to see a repeat of the problems as a result of the handling 
of the Burn Bullock’s restoration. 
 

4. We are working as partners with both Merton Council and Mitcham Cricket Club in 
the Government funded Community Ownership and Management of Assets programme 
to resolve these issues.  We are keen to support measures which will help secure the 
future of the Burn Bullock as a thriving community asset.  We believe this is best 
achieved through it being reopened as a public house with overnight accommodation and 
regularising the legal status of the cricket pavilion so it is able to attract investment and 

support.  We would also support appropriate meanwhile uses and exploration of 
appropriate high quality enabling development. 
 



 

 

5. We have followed implementation of the listed building repair notice issued by 
Merton Council in March 2015 very closely.  We do not support the proposed extension 
of the time period for implementation from 3 August to end December 2015.  The 
applicant provides two grounds for amending the date: 
 

a.  Insufficient time to complete the works – repair works did not begin onsite 

until the beginning of July 2015, four months after permission was granted and 
only one month before the completion deadline.  The lack of time to complete the 
works is self-inflicted and no ground for further delay 
 
b.  Asbestos survey required – the owner is very familiar with the building which 
has been in his ownership for many years and been subject to a variety of repairs 
and other works.  The need for an asbestos survey cannot have been a surprise 
and is a normal part of the process of implementing a listed building repair 
notice.  This is no ground for further delay. 

 
6. Furthermore, we believe the owners’ long track record of delay and obfuscation 
evident in relation to previous enforcement actions should be taken into account in 
determining this application. 

 
7. We also have concerns over the quality of work already undertaken and whether 
this is to the standards required and consistent with the approved method statement. 
 
8. Consequently, we ask that Merton Council takes immediate action to enforce 
against the failure to meet the terms of the listed building repair notice, implements 
measures to restore the building and begins compulsory purchase of the site with an 
appropriate back-to-back arrangement.  
 


