
 
General Election 2015 – questions for Mitcham and Morden candidates 

 
Mitcham Cricket Green Community & Heritage – the local civic society for this part of Merton – asked all the candidates standing in the 

General Election for Mitcham and Morden a series of questions. 

 

These are the responses.  

 

 
 
 

 Des Coke 
Christian People’s 

Alliance 
 

Paul Holmes 
Conservative Party  

 

Mason Redding 
Green Party 

Siobhain McDonagh 
Labour Party 

Diana Coman 
Liberal Democrats 

Richard Hilton 
UK Independence 

Party 

 
Q1 What is your most 
important priority for 
improving the quality of 
life in Cricket Green? 

 
We should invest as much 
as we can in the NHS. 
Labour's mansion tax raising 
£2.5billion is not enough.  I 
am totally opposed to any 
privatisation of the NHS. 
 
I would also work towards 
the delivery of the 21 point 
Charter for the future of 
Cricket Green as this 
Charter was done in 
consultation with Ward 
Councillors, Merton Council 
and Local Residents. 
 
I would also like to bring to 
light that another issue is 
the rise in the average age 
and the fact that people are 
living longer. The state 

 
I think that we need to 
put much more focus on 
keeping the beautiful 
Cricket Green and 
Mitcham clean. In my 
view it has been woefully 
neglected by current 
policy makers and the 
council. We need more 
stringent street cleaning 
(like across Mitcham) 
and we need to make 
sure that the local area 
has the right facilities for 
local people. We need 
more investment into the 
area with sympathetic 
design so that we keep 
the unique nature of 
Cricket Green alive and 
well.  

 
I do not think we 
can identify a 
single most 
important priority. 
The theme of our 
manifesto is "for 
the common 
good" which  
encompasses a 
wide range of 
themes including 
those of most 
concern to your 
organisation. 
 

 
More Police on the 
beat.  This will reduce 
crime and make it a 
safer place for families 
to walk around. 
 

 
The health inequalities 
between the west and 
the east of the borough 
are a matter of concern 
and I would want to look 
at actions we can take 
across the constituency 
to improve overall health 
and wellbeing.  These 
include physical health 
initiatives, improving 
educational outcomes, as 
well as looking at 
environmental issues.  I 
want there to be a real 
drive, across the 
constituency, from all 
agencies and 
organisations, to reduce 
the inequalities that 
currently exist and I 

 
There are a whole range 
of issues. Principally 
preserving the history 
and unique heritage of 
the area. However I 
suspect everyone will 
say the same.  
 
You might be surprised 
to know that the issue 
I‟m contacted most 
about in Mitcham is the 
litter problem that has 
got so much worse 
recently. I‟ve been 
horrified by the amount 
of litter around Merton 
and it seems to be 
getting worse. I‟ve been 
picking it up myself and 
there have been 



provides nursing care but 
not residential care for 
elderly people.  The problem 
also impacts heavily in the 
NHS.  
 
1.  I propose:- 
 
Much greater support for 
relatives caring for elderly 
people.  To make is fairer I 
would propose that anyone 
caring for a relative over 90 
at home should get a carers 
allowance. This should the 
increase year by year as 

they get older no matter 
how healthy they are. This 
would be much fairer.  
Elderly people don‟t want to 
be shoved into homes, but 
relatives need proper 
support. There should also 
be respite care provided of 
at least 1 week every 2 
months. (That is so the 
elderly person goes into a 
home paid for by the state 
to give the career one week 
off every 2 months.) 
 
 2. If a relative takes an 
elderly person into their 
home then the state should 
pay for any cost of adapting 
the house to cope with a 
disabled person.  It is much 
better for elderly people to 
live with relatives if at all 
possible and this process 
should be encouraged by 
the State. 
 
3. If elderly people have to 
go permanently to a home 
then the threshold for state 
support should be much 
higher.  At the moment it is 
£23,000.  In my view it 
should be more like 
£100,000 but the ridiculous 
anomaly where life 
insurance bonds are 

 think that the MP is in a 
good position to make 
that happen.   

organised litter picks by 
groups of residents 
which are very welcome. 
 
Of course, Labour-run 
Merton Council is letting 
us down by not sweeping 
after bin collections but 
it would be too easy 
to blame them or to 
say simply that Wheelie 
bins are the answer.  A 
report by MPs last week, 
recognised that dramatic 
increases in fly-tipping 
and the number of fast 

food outlets combined 
with a lack of action by 
the government have 
contributed to littering 
becoming “endemic” in 
England. 
 
I‟m proud of this area. 
The Council and 
government must take 
action, but we must all 
play our own part in not 
contributing to the 
problem and challenging 
the attitudes of those 
that think it‟s ok to litter. 
 



excluded should be 
removed.  
 
Free travel should be 
available for elderly 
residents to help 
accommodate vulnerable 
members of their family.  
 

 
Q2 Do you support the 
Cricket Green Charter 
and how will you use it in 
your work as a Member 
of Parliament 
(enclosed)? 
 

 
The Cricket Green Charter is 
an essential document for 
residents and living in and 
around Cricket Green areas.  
I would most certainly work 
towards implementing the 
details of this policy.   I 
actually made this clear in 
an interview with Mitcham 
and Morden Guardian 13th 
April 2015. As a Member of 
Parliament I would use 
every opportunity to fly the 
banner of The Cricket Green 
Charter in order to promote 
the good work being done in 
this Constituency. 
 

 
Firstly, I think that you 
should be congratulated 
on the work you have 
done to draw up such a 
concise and important 
document to local 
residents. I agree with 
its aims and aspirations 
for the area. I would 
certainly work with the 
local council to make 
sure that as much of the 
charter as possible is 
incorporated into the 
council‟s local planning 
frameworks and would 
pressure them to take 
these core principles into 
account on planning 
proposals. I would not be 
afraid to lobby Ministers 
to bring extra 
protections for areas like 
the Cricket Green. Your 
priorities would be my 
priorities and I would 
assist in any way 
possible.  
 

 
Yes 

 
I support initiatives 
that help to maintain 
the Cricket Green area 
as a safe place for 
families 
 

 
All aspects of the Charter 
will inform the way in 
which I represent the 
constituency if I were its 
Member of Parliament.  I 
am particularly 
interested in the idea of 
Community Land Trusts 
and would be happy to 
discuss this further.  

 
Yes I do. Particularly the 
points about quality and 
affordability in housing 
and developments. 
Housing is one of the 
biggest issues facing the 
whole constituency at 
the moment. Only UKIP 
has policies to address 
this need without 
damaging our green 
spaces. Our Brownfield 
revolution including 
incentives with VAT for 
developers and Stamp 
Duty for buyers in 
Brownfield sites has 
been recognised by RICS 
(Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors) 
„Taken collectively, this 
raft of policies appeared 
to be the first real 
programme of this 
campaign that seeks to 
solve Britain‟s long-term 
supply-side crisis‟. 
 

 
Q3 Are you committed to 
protecting Mitcham 
Cricket Green 
Conservation Area and to 
resisting all development 
that fails to enhance its 

special qualities? 
 

 
Environmental concern is 
global, often reaches 
governmental level, and 
includes the issues of land 
contamination, endangered 
and depopulating species 

(such as bees), 
deforestation, changing 
climates, chemical 
emissions, rising oceans 
(which could lead to 
weakening of economies and 
national borders).   We 

 
This does not require a 
long answer. I love the 
feel and history that 
surrounds the Cricket 
Green. So yes I would.  
 

 
Yes 

 
I would only support 
developments that 
make the area more 
accessible to all. 
 

 
Protecting the nature 
and character of a 
conservation area is 
important and whilst 
development is needed, 
I believe that they 

should be sensitive to 
their surroundings and 
be judged on how they 
enhance what exists. 
When a Councillor in 
Sutton I was once 
challenged in a public 

 
Yes 100%. The local 
Labour Council has not 
always protected 
beautiful areas like the 
Conservation Area or 
indeed historic buildings. 

I pledge to resist any 
development that does 
not complement the area 
and to ensure any 
development that does 
happen has been 
properly consulted on. 



commit to a biblical scientific 
assessment of ecological 
research, to decrease the 
adverse impact of humanity 
on our world.   We commit 
to encouraging a more 
sustainable Britain.   The 
Christian Democratic 
approach is to promote the 
emergence of self-reliant 
local economies, 
democratically supported by 
devolved decision-making, 
preserving the beauty of 
creation entrusted to all the 
people of Britain. We believe 

that investing in the social 
ecology of human 
relationships, especially 
family life, will also help 
ensure wise stewardship of 
the natural ecology as we 
see privileges and 
obligations under God.   We 
commit to challenging the 
unequal consumption of 
scarce resources, as it is 
people‟s lifestyles and 
consumer choices which 
make the difference to social 
justice and environmental 
protection. The CPA requires 
a shift away from the me-
first values that hasten 
unnecessary consumption 
and which lie behind the 
destruction of nature. [2] 
Our whole approach to 
government will develop this 
culture shift.  
 
We shall encourage 
sustainable fuels, 
sustainable environment, 
and sustainable living.   We 
favour a sustained 
programme of investment in 
energy conservation, 
localised energy generation, 
and renewable technologies, 
as the primary means to 
boost economic demand, 
rather than reliance on 

question by a resident 
(who later became a 
Conservative 
Councillor) over the 
Council‟s planning 
restrictions for a certain 
area in the borough 
which was a 
conservation area.  His 
complaint was that 
people living there had 
to pay more for their 
replacement windows (if 
I remember correctly), 
and this was seen as 
unfair to people living 

there – however, he 
failed to understand that 
the planning protections 
that were in place were 
retaining the value of the 
area and it was that very 
value that made the area 
much sought-after area 
to live.  In my role then I 
had a number of people 
request that their roads 
be include in some form 
of conservation area or 
have protection built into 
planning policy, 
however, it was clear 
that so much had been 
done to change the 
character of the 
properties in the area it 
was impossible to bring 
in those standards – 
effectively it was too late 
– too much had already 
been done to change the 
area.  I don‟t think you 
can keep an area in 
aspic, things do have to 
change, but you can be 
sensitive to the area, set 
high standards for design 
and materials, and make 
sure that you hold to 
those when going 
through the planning 
process.  

Frequently residents 
express their dismay at 
the poor quality 
consultations for new 
developments and do not 
feel listened to. Many of 
the policies to ensure 
this in Merton already 
exist. The Council just 
fails to enforce them. 
This has to change. 
 



money/supply solutions. 
Green technologies and 
businesses will be given 
priority for Government 
investment. Every support 
will be given to technologies 
that lead to a reduction in 
carbon pollution. This will 
include full support to 
energy conservation and to 
alternative energy 
production.  
 
We will also provide 
Government support to do 
further work in the 

development of hybrid cars 
and electric only cars.  
 
We will give our full support 
to international agreements 
aimed at limiting CO2 and 
other greenhouse gases.   
We support the goal of 80% 
decarbonisation and will use 
all means at our disposal 
including investment in 
energy efficiency and 
renewables to achieve this. 
 

 
Q4 Do you support 
conversion of the former 
Mitcham fire station into 
a community arts centre 
and what will you do to 
help bring this about? 
 

 
Absolutely,  I would attend 
relevant meeting to vote in 
favour uphold votes in 
favour of community arts 
centre and further to this, I 
we would want to ensure 
that 90% of housing is CO2 
neutral by 2050, through 
housing developments that 
are carbon neutral, and by 
taking further measures to 
encourage the insulation of 
existing houses. 
 

 
I think that this is a very 
good idea and subject to 
helping you to find out 
how this would be 
achievable with the right 
funding streams I would 
be delighted to see this 
go ahead.  
 

 
I do not think we 
are sufficiently 
familiar with the 
issues to answer 
them 

 
In the current 
economic climate 
securing funds for such 
a development will be 
challenging. 
 

 
I don‟t have any 
objection to the idea of 
an arts centre.  I 
am, however, open to 
other suggestions about 
community use and 
would be pleased to 
work with residents and 
local organisation to 
make sure that we get 
the best for the 
community from this 
site. 

 
Yes. Mitcham Cricket 
Green Community and 
Heritage have put 
forward a compelling 
case for this. Clearly 
local residents are 
supportive of the ideas 
being proposed. 
Unfortunately Labour 
Merton Council has a 
tendency to ignore local 
people‟s wishes as 
happened in St Helier a 
few years ago with the 
Morden Tavern which I 
led a campaign to save. I 
will vocally support the 
MCGCH campaign and 
the voice of local 
residents. 
 
 



 
Q5 What will you do to 
help provide legal 
security for Mitcham 
Cricket Club and its 
pavilion to continue the 
330 year old tradition of 
cricket being played on 
the Green? 
 

 
Work towards the delivery of 
the 21 point Charter for the 
future of Cricket Green as 
this Charter was done in 
consultation with Ward 
Councillors, Merton Council 
and Local Residents. 
 

 
I would work with you to 
ensure that this 
happens. Cricket and the 
green go hand in hand 
and we should all be 
proud of the club‟s 
continued success in 
working with the local 
community.  
 

 
I do not think we 
are sufficiently 
familiar with the 
issues to answer 
them 

 
As the MP for Mitcham 
and Morden for the last 
18 years I have always 
tried to bring 
interested parties and 
stakeholders together 
to enhance community 
facilities and I will 
continue to do this if 
re-elected. 
 

 
I would want a fuller 
briefing from you on the 
security problems you 
face and why local 
policing is not able to 
provide you with the 
necessary support you 
need.   

 
There is a long and 
proud history and it is 
absolutely worth 
defending. Ideally this 
would be achieved with 
the Cricket Club's having 
management of the 
grounds that would 
secure a long term 
future for Cricket on the 
green and the use of the 
pavilion. Innovative 
ideas such as those near 
Hampton Court where 
they have opened a 

thriving community cafe 
in the pavilion when it‟s 
not being used for 
matches have helped 
generate significant 
sums to keep the cricket 
club going. 
 

 
Q6 What will you do to 
ensure the listed Burn 
Bullock is removed from 
the national Heritage at 
Risk register? 
 

 
Work alongside interested 
parties to ensure that this 
milestone is achieved. 
 

 
This is clear and simple- 
the council are not acting 
fast enough (including 
the Labour MP) in taking 
the relevant enforcement 
action against the owner 
to improve the situation 
with the building. We 
should also look at 
possible CPO‟s (if not 
done already) and 
should do all that we can 
to ensure the building is 
brought back to life.  
 

 
I do not think we 
are sufficiently 
familiar with the 
issues to answer 
them 

 
As the MP for Mitcham 
and Morden for the last 
18 years I have always 
tried to bring 
interested parties and 
stakeholders together 
to enhance community 
facilities and I will 
continue to do this if 
re-elected. 
 

 
I am concerned about 
the future of this building 
and the impact its 
current usage is having 
on the building‟s 
integrity.  I would work 
with the Council and 
other agencies to engage 
with whatever 
enforcement option are 
available and where it is 
felt necessary to change 
or enhance the law to 
protect property such as 
this, I will lobby for 
legislative changes. 
I have watched property 
in private ownership be 
allowed to deteriorate to 
a stage where it became 
economically unviable to 
renovate and it became 
such an eye-sore that 
people were happy to 
see it  knocked down 
and rebuild – to me this 
is just rewarding 
deliberate neglect.  I 

 
It is shocking the way 
this historic building has 
been allowed to fall into 
disrepair. Perhaps even 
more disturbing that the 
site has been on 
occasion taken over by 
squatters. Merton 
Council are very lax in 
my opinion in terms of 
enforcement and as I 
mentioned in another 
answer in terms of their 
enforcement of planning 
policy. The tools exist to 
protect these buildings. I 
would force the Council 
to use them. 
 



would wish to see those 
responsible for the 
building being held 
responsible for its 
maintenance.  
 

 
Q7 How do you think a 

£4m Heritage Lottery 
Fund grant for 
restoration of The 
Canons and surrounding 
open spaces should be 
spent to tell its story and 
engage the community? 
 

 
It should be used in 

consultation with the ideas 
and suggestions generated 
and documented by 
Residents and user groups, 
as well as in consultation 
with grant providers to 
benefit the local area.  
Documented consultations 
should play a key part 
towards achieving this. 
Would also be nice to see 
the production of a 10 mins 
video on the topic.  
 

 
This must be down to 

the local community and 
organisations such as 
yours, but it is very 
important to show off 
our areas great heritage 
sites.  
 

 
I do not think we 

are sufficiently 
familiar with the 
issues to answer 
them 

 
The answer is in the 

question:  Any plans 
should be based on 
consultation and 
engagement with the 
whole community. 
 

 
I hope that the project 

team delivering this 
project spend the money 
wisely, making sure that 
the cultural and tourism 
implications are 
considered carefully. 
There are many 
examples round of 
investments such as this 
that bring real benefits 
to the local community in 
terms of enhanced 
facilities  and income to 
the local economy as 
well as bringing a sense 
of pride about the areas 
past.  I hope that all this 
is considered carefully as 
we work through the 
delivery of this project.   

 
There is a rich history in 

Mitcham Cricket Green 
yet I don‟t think that 
your Labour Councillors 
have done anywhere 
enough to stand up for 
it. The development of 
the MUGA was a case in 
point. This development 
needs to take into 
consideration the wishes 
of both residents and the 
MCGCH. It is great that 
you have been working 
together to secure 
funding and this should 
continue. This is 
engaging the community 
in itself and is a great 
framework in which to 
develop the future of the 
sites. I would continue 
this. 
 

 
Q8 How will you help to 
reduce the blight and 
decay which is a result of 
a growing number of 
empty buildings in and 
around Cricket Green 
Conservation Area? 
 

 
Again I would use a 
combination of the ideas 
generated in consultation 
between:- Mitcham Cricket 
Green Community and 
Heritage, Mitcham Cricket 
Club, residents and Mitcham 
Cricket Green School.   Plus, 
21 point Charter for the 
future of Cricket Green as 
this Charter was done in 
consultation with Ward 
Councillors, Merton Council 
and Local Residents 

 

 
We should be reducing 
and imposing business 
rate relief so that shops 
can install themselves in 
empty buildings, 
especially ones owned by 
small business owners 
and we should also not 
be afraid of sympathetic 
conversion to housing. 
This all could have a 
huge impact on the 
vibrancy of the green 
and the surrounding 

areas.  
 

 
I do not think we 
are sufficiently 
familiar with the 
issues to answer 
them 

 
This will be best 
achieved by making 
the area safer and 
more secure with 
greater partnership 
working with the police 
and encouraging 
greater development of 
the town centre. 
 

 
The Heritage Lottery 
Fund award is a real 
opportunity for our area 
and investment of this 
kind can be a magnet for 
other investment.  I 
hope that this issue is 
included in thinking and 
planning for that 
project.  I am concerned 
that the Council has not 
given Mitcham a higher 
priority when it comes to 
investment and I would 

want there to be a 
greater focus on the 
economic needs of the 
area.  If elected as your 
MP, I would be seeking 
an early meeting with 
the Council to talk to 

 
UKIP has a very clear 
policy for redevelopment 
of Brownfield sites. I 
would encourage uptake 
of this locally. The 
independent RICS has 
said this is the only 
policy that properly 
addresses the issues we 
are facing and I would 
encourage the other 
parties to learn from and 
implement this. 
 



them about their 
Economic Development 
Strategy, its impact on 
the constituency and 
how we can start getting 
things done. I would also 
want to engage with 
regional plans to make 
sure that they benefit 
the area.   
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