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1. Mitcham Cricket Green Community and Heritage takes an active interest in the 

future of the Cricket Green Conservation Area and its environs.  We are the civic society 
for this part of Merton and part of the wider civic movement through membership of the 
national charity Civic Voice.  We have been closely involved in the development of the 
new Character Study, the Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan and 
numerous development proposals in the area.  The Cricket Green Charter 
(http://mitchamcricketgreen.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/cricket-green-charter.pdf) 
establishes our approach to development and change in the area and was developed in 
partnership with the London Borough of Merton, the local community and our local 
councillors. 
 
2. Park Place is a key heritage asset within the heart of the Conservation Area.  It is 
Grade II listed and prominently located within the important network of open spaces that 
contributes so much to the character and significance of the area.  The building has 

found new life as a restaurant and venue and we support its continued active use.  We 
have been supportive of the recent application to extend opening to include breakfasts 
and do not object to the proposed internal alterations for which listed building consent 
has been sought.   
 
3. We have considered the applications for two new fascia signs, one totem sign, 
one archway sign and a car park sign against the principles of the Cricket Green Charter 

and the development plan policies for the area.  Any development must preserve or 
enhance the Conservation Area and avoid damage to the significance of the listed 
building or its setting.  We are also conscious that it is centrally located within the 
network of open spaces that is currently the focus of major investment proposals 
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund.  Any development should not prejudice the 
benefits of this future investment and there is even more necessity to focus on how best 
to enhance the historic significance of the building. 

 
4. The Cricket Green Charter emphasises that: 
 

2. All new development should add to and not detract from the local character, 
and be respectful of setting, context, massing and height  
3. Cricket Green’s history and story should be revealed more effectively and the 

area given greater coherence 
14. The sensitive lighting and attractive nightscape should be respected 

http://mitchamcricketgreen.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/cricket-green-charter.pdf


 

 

18. Canons House, Park Place and their grounds should be restored, given greater 
unity and become a thriving centre of cultural and leisure activity which appeals 
beyond the local area 

 
and this is supported by development plan policy CS14. 
 

5. We would wish to see less signage and lighting associated with the carvery.  
Nevertheless, we welcome the proposals as an improvement on the existing 
advertisements and signs.  This support is dependent on the removal of the existing 
signage as part of the implementation of any consent. 
 
6. We have one significant reservation relating to the proposal to replace the 
existing “Park Place” signage on the side of the building with a commercialised 
alternative - “Toby Carvery Park Place”.  This will diminish the historic significance of the 
listed building when the priority for the area is to reveal its history and story more 
effectively.   The suggested font makes the change even more unsuitable.  We object to 
this aspect of the application which is in conflict with the Cricket Green Charter and 
Policy CS14.  We urge that the building remains named as “Park Place” in a font and 
style appropriate to its listed status in a prominent location in the Conservation Area.   


