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PROPOSED ADDITIONS TO THE LOCAL LIST 
 

March 2014 
 

1. Mitcham Cricket Green Community and Heritage takes an active interest in 
the future of the Cricket Green Conservation Area and its environs.  We are the civic 
society for this part of Merton and part of the wider civic movement through 
membership of the national charity Civic Voice. 
 
2. We welcome this opportunity to comment on the proposed additions to the 
Local List and commend Merton Council for bringing forward these proposals.  Four 
of the proposals in the area stem from suggestions we have made and we welcome 
this responsiveness to local input.  We are also grateful to the Commonwealth War 
Grave Commission and the War Memorials Trust for help with our research.  We also 
welcome inclusion of the Three Kings Pond cart dip as the first engineering structure 
to be proposed for the Local List. 
  
3. We support all five additions to the Local List for the Mitcham Cricket Green 
area.  We make a number of comments on the proposals below and also make 
suggestions for how the local listing process might be made more inclusive in future. 
 
4. We would encourage the Council to celebrate these additions publicly when 
the revised Local List is confirmed and also to stress the significance of inclusion on 
the Local List in planning decisions.  Recent appeal decisions in Peterborough and 
Sevenoaks, which have been reported in the professional media, have confirmed the 
importance of local listing in recognising the value of heritage assets as described in 
the National Planning Policy Framework.  It would also be helpful to refer to the 
treatment of local listing in Merton’s own development plan. 
 
Proposed additions 
 
5. We welcome the five proposed additions and the information which has been 
provided in support of their inclusion in the Local List.  It would be helpful if each 
entry included reference to the context of the item, including the role it plays in the 
evolution of the story of Mitcham Cricket Green Conservation Area. 
 
6. The ramped banks of the cart dip Three Kings Pond are not only a physical 
reminder of the agricultural and transportation history of Mitcham but also important 
in the wider context of Wandle Valley Regional Park – with the pond originally fed by 
Heathernderry Brook, a minor tributary of the Wandle system. 
 
7. The Lower Green West war memorial also has “group” significance in that it 
owes its location to the proximity of the Vestry Hall – the former Mitcham Town Hall –
which is itself a locally listed building.   
 
8. The war memorial in Mitcham Parish churchyard and cruciform stone 
monument also owe their location to the proximity of the Grade II* listed church.  
Indeed, a key significance of the monument lies in its description of the evolution and 
expansion of the churchyard. 
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9. It would be helpful to include reference to the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission to the description of the stone “cross of sacrifice” war memorial. 
 
Future additions 
 
10. We would encourage further consideration being given to the importance of 
local landscape features.  Spectacular mini-landscapes such as Canons Pond and 
the walled garden in the grounds of the Canons warrant local listing.  This would also 
attract attention and help generate resources for their management and 
conservation. 
 
11. Local lists are an excellent way to engage people in the value of the historic 
environment around where they live.  As English Heritage states in its Good Practice 
Guide for Local Heritage Listing: 
 

“They provide a unique opportunity for communities, in partnership with local 
authorities, to identify heritage assets that they wish to protect at the local 
level.” 

 
12. We are supporting the work of Civic Voice in encouraging wider participation 
in local listing and would commend a more engaging and collaborative approach as 
an alternative to the rather ad hoc method currently used to develop Merton’s Local 
List.  We have welcomed the support and collaboration with Merton officers in 
shaping the Local List proposals and hope this can be extended in future.  This might 
include a public appeal for buildings and structures to be considered and partnership 
working with local civic societies and heritage organisations to use volunteers to 
research and propose changes.  There are numerous examples of how to improve 
the process in the English Heritage Good Practice Guide and also through Civic 
Voice – with examples from Peterborough, Marple, Malvern Hills, Norwich and other 
locations (http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/search/?q=%22local+list%22)  
 
 
Web:  www.mitchamcricketgreen.org.uk 
 
Email:  info@mitchamcricketgreen.org.uk 
 
Twitter: @mitchamcrktgrn 
 
Mail: c/o MVSC, The Vestry Hall, 336/338 London Road, Mitcham, Surrey 
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