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1. Mitcham Cricket Green Community and Heritage takes an active interest in the 

future of the Cricket Green Conservation Area and its environs.  We are the civic society 

for this part of Merton and part of the wider civic movement through membership of the 

national charity Civic Voice.  We have been closely involved in the development of the 

new Character Study, the Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan and 

numerous development proposals in the area.  The Cricket Green Charter (attached) 

establishes our approach to development and change in the area and was developed in 

partnership with the London Borough of Merton, the local community and our local 

councillors. 

 

2. The Burn Bullock is “one of the most significant buildings within the conservation 

area” (Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan, 2013).  It has both historic 

and cultural significance.  The building is Grade II listed and includes an important 

medieval wing of distinctive timber and brick construction as well as being a timber 

framed 18th century coaching house.  It is the birthplace of the Association of Cricket 

Umpires and its very name is synonymous with the oldest cricket ground in the world.  

Burn Bullock was Vice Chair of Mitcham Cricket Club and his name is recorded on the 

Tom Ruff Memorial Stone. 

 

3. We are acutely conscious of the declining fortunes of this building and the risk to 

its historic significance from neglect and decay.  This also has consequences for the 

future of the cricket pavilion which is within the ownership of the Burn Bullock.  The fate 

of the cricket pavilion is integral to the whole future of the historic cricket ground.  

Mitcham Cricket Green Community and Heritage is keen to support measures which will 

help secure the future of the Burn Bullock as a thriving community asset.  We believe 

this is best achieved through it being reopened as a public house with overnight 

accommodation and regularising the status of the cricket pavilion so it is able to attract 

investment and support.  We would also support appropriate meanwhile uses. 

 

4. We have considered this retrospective application for a temporary 12 month 

permission to sell motor vehicles from the Burn Bullock car park in the light of the 

importance of this site and in the context of the development plan policies for the area 

and the Cricket Green Charter.  It is unfortunate that this application has only been 

submitted months after unauthorised car sales began on the site and under the threat of 

enforcement action. 

 



 

 

5. We strongly object to the plans and find it unconscionable that they would be 

considered acceptable as 

 

 the proposal lies in a Conservation Area and in the curtilage of a Grade II listed 

building – there are legal requirements for any development (including changes 

of use) in this location not only to pay special regard to the desirability of 

preserving the setting of the listed building but also preserve or enhance the 

character or appearance of the conservation area 

 Policy CS14 demands standards of design that respect local character and 

heritage assets 

 the Cricket Green Charter states that “all new development should add to and not 

detract from the local character, and be respectful of setting, context, massing 

and height” 

 

6. The proposal would be in direct conflict with these legal requirements and the 

development plan policies.  They would: 

 

 be visually intrusive in this prominent location – damaging the setting of the 

listed Burn Bullock and locally listed cricket pavilion and detracting from the 

Conservation Area 

 make over-intensive use of land intended to service a public house not provide 

space for a major new outdoor retail activity  

 be accompanied by signage, advertising, window stickers and other paraphernalia 

unsuited to this sensitive location 

 put the most sensitive and oldest part of the Burn Bullock at greater risk as this is 

alongside the proposed car sales area 

 exacerbate congestion at one of the most trafficked road junctions in the area. 

 

7. We would welcome alternative proposals which can support a vibrant future for 

this important site consistent with its listed building status and location in the heart of 

the Conservation Area. 


