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1.
Mitcham Cricket Green Community and Heritage takes an active interest in
the future of the Cricket Green Conservation Area and its Environs. We are the civic
society for this part of Merton and part of the wider civic movement through
membership of the national charity Civic Voice. We have been closely involved in the
development of the Borough Character Studies, the Conservation Area Appraisal and
Management Plan and numerous development proposals in the area.
2.
We have worked with the London Borough of Merton and our local councillors
to produce the Cricket Green Charter (below) which establishes our approach to
development and change in the area and has been acknowledged in finalising the
Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan for Cricket Green.
3.
This application demonstrates the flaws in the new freedoms granted to
convert offices into flats. The planning considerations raised go much wider than the
traffic, flooding and contamination issues which the Council is limited to addressing
when making its decision. We welcome the efforts to restore effective planning
controls being made elsewhere in the Borough through Article 4 Directions and ask
that these also be extended to include Conservation Areas.
4.
Brook House is prominently located at the heart of Mitcham Cricket Green
Conservation Area and fronts the oldest cricket ground in the world. It is located near
the end of Cricket Green road which has been identified as a site for specific local
enhancement measures in the Cricket Green Charter. The sensitive nature of this
road has an important bearing on the proposals as it is already under significant short
and long term parking pressure. We ask that the application is not permitted unless
a satisfactory parking plan is provided. Such a plan was recently required in relation
to recent prior notification applications for change of use in Willow Lane Industrial
Estate and the issues are far more sensitive at Cricket Green. We urge that the
principle access is via Chatsworth Close and not along Cricket Green road. We also
urge that no additional external lighting is permitted as a result of this development.
5.
We acknowledge that the principle of conversion to flats is not a matter under
consideration because of the limited controls which Merton Council now has over this
kind of development. We also acknowledge that there are no issues of flooding or
contamination with the site.
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