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Mitcham Cricket Green Community and 
Heritage 

 
 

WANDLE ACCESS ROUTE – POULTER PARK & BENNETTS HOLE 
 

August 2013 
 

1. This note provides initial views on the proposals from the Wandle Valley 
Regional Park for changes to the access route along the River Wandle in Poulter 
Park and at Bennetts Hole.  These are being progressed by Sustrans. 
 
2. Mitcham Cricket Green Community and Heritage is the civic society for this 
part of Merton and part of the wider civic movement through membership of the 
national charity Civic Voice.  We take an active interest in the future of the Cricket 
Green Conservation Area and its environs and have been closely involved in the 
development of the Borough Character Studies, the Conservation Area Appraisal and 
Management Plan and numerous development proposals in the area.  We have 
worked with the London Borough of Merton and our local councillors to produce the 
Cricket Green Charter (attached) which establishes our approach to development 
and change in the area and has been acknowledged in finalising the Conservation 
Area Appraisal and Management Plan for Cricket Green.   
 
3. We are proud of the inclusion of Cricket Green in the Wandle Valley Regional 
Park and are members of the Wandle Valley Forum.  The ponds and underwater 
streams of Cricket Green provide direct natural links to the Wandle and the river has 
shaped the evolution of the area.  The Wandle’s river terraces underlie much of 
Cricket Green and are especially evident in the well-drained ground that includes the 
cricket ground where the game has been played continuously since 1685, longer 
than anywhere else in the world.  We are also proud of the links to the historic 
Watermeads site now owned by the National Trust.   
 
4. We are strong supporters of the efforts to give greater coherence to the 
Wandle Valley and enhance its wildlife, landscape and heritage. Enhanced access 
and improved public engagement is an essential part of this and we welcome the 
attention which it is being given.   
 
5. The stretch of the river Wandle from the historic ford and bridge at 
Bishopsford Road to River Lane has a particularly distinctive character and is one of 
the most important along the whole route of the river for its natural feel and 
informality.  It is one of the few places where the Wandle is probably running in its 
natural channel.  We support measures to improve access arrangements where 
these are compatible with retaining and improving this character. 
 
6. In considering any proposals for changing the current access route we ask 
the Wandle Valley Regional Park, Wandle Trail Programme Board, Sustrans and the 
London Borough of Sutton (as the local planning authority) to address the following 
issues: 
 

 Retain and enhance of the special character of this stretch of the Wandle 
which is noted for informality, tranquillity, naturalness, vegetated and grassed 
river bank and a sense of discovery on navigating the various bends and 
glimpsing the river between the vegetation – this is the essential starting point 
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for any proposals and needs to be better understood before proceeding with 
any scheme 

 Value the self-policing nature of the current use of this shared space by 
different users in which people acknowledge each other and slow down to 
pass 

 Avoid any signage or other clutter other than direction signs at the two ends 
of the route 

 Muted colouring of the surface so that it is not a feature in the landscape 

 Use of permeable materials to create an appropriate surface 

 Replacement of the access barrier at River Lane and improvement of the 
surface to avoid puddling when wet  

 
7. It should be a central part of the overall plans for the Wandle that the distinct 
character of its different stretches is respected.  This can be achieved alongside the 
ambition for giving greater coherence to the whole river.  Different sections will 
therefore require very different management approaches to address the range of 
uses and users.  The stretch from Bishopsford Road to River Lane should be valued 
for its informal and recreational use and not as the missing link in a cycling 
thoroughfare.   
 
8. We are concerned by emerging proposals which suggest a route width of 
between 2.5m and 3m plus a mown strip on either side.  This would have a 
devastating impact - changing the whole character of this important stretch of the 
river and destroying its distinctiveness.  It would also increase conflict between users 
given the higher resulting speeds of cyclists using the route.  A much more sensitive 
intervention is required for this stretch with a narrower path and an improved surface.  
The bends and vegetation along the river’s edge should be retained and the area 
managed through more selective and regular pruning and maintenance.   
 
9. We are also concerned by suggestions of an alternative and additional 
access route along the edge of Poulter Park.  This would be visually intrusive and 
remove the informal edge where the grass and woodland meet.  We also envisage 
an insensitive engineering solution to navigating the steep slope at the River Lane 
end of the route would be required. 
 
10. We ask that Wandle Valley Regional Park undertakes further pre-application 
consultation on these proposals.  This should include a thorough assessment of the 
character and significance of this special stretch of the river.  We ask that London 
Borough of Sutton notifies us along with other interested parties if and when a 
planning application is submitted.  
 
 
Web:  www.mitchamcricketgreen.org.uk 
Email:  info@mitchamcricketgreen.org.uk 
Twitter: @mitchamcrktgrn 
Mail: c/o MVSC, The Vestry Hall, 336/338 London Road, Mitcham, Surrey 
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