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1. Mitcham Cricket Green Community and Heritage is the civic society for the 
Cricket Green Conservation Area and its environs.  We have been closely involved in 
the development of the Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan and 
numerous development proposals in the area.  We are also part of the wider civic 
movement through membership of the national charity Civic Voice.   
 
2. The Sites and Policies DPD is an important document shaping the future 
development and land use of the area and we welcomed the opportunity to comment 
on both the potential development sites and the draft proposals map at Stages 2 and 
3.  We welcome a number of the changes which have subsequently been made and 
offer some further comments below. 
 
3. As part of this process we have worked with the futureMerton team at Merton 
Council and with our ward councillors to establish a clearer community aspiration for 
the Cricket Green neighbourhood and a number of the key development sites and 
opportunities within it.  The results of this work are published in the report of the Tune 
In Cricket Green community event which was held in March 2013 and the 
subsequent Cricket Green Charter.  These consider a number of the specific 
development sites as well as setting out wider aspirations for the area.  We ask that 
they be considered prior to adopting the final document and copies are enclosed. 
 
Potential development sites 
 
Island sites – Cricketers, Fire Station and Vestry Hall 
 
4. This is the most prominent and important site in Cricket Green and these 
buildings form part of a unique assemblage of buildings on an island site in the heart 
of the Conservation Area.  Its future was a central part of the Tune In Cricket Green 
discussions and the Cricket Green Charter states that: 
  

“The island site – including the fire station and Cricketers – should be a focus 
of local community activity, and be developed and managed as a coherent 
whole”  

 
5. We welcome the resounding rejection of the two recent appeals for demolition 
and redevelopment of the Cricketers pub for flats.  It is notable that the Inspector’s 
decision letter comments that: 
 

“There were also representations that a residential scheme would be at odds 
with the continuity of community use of both the appeal site and the other 
buildings in the group, an enclave in what is otherwise public open space and 
formerly common land. However, there appears to be no planning designation 
of this site for community use or policy barrier to the principle of its use for 
housing.” 

(paragraph 29) 
 

6. The fire station is also now at risk following the decision to vacate it for a new 
fire station near Mitcham tram stop and the Vestry Hall’s fortunes fluctuate from year 
to year. 
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7. Consequently, we urge that this opportunity is taken to introduce a clear 
priority for local community and cultural uses on this site and to exclude residential 
development.  This is the opportunity to address the future of the island site in a 
comprehensive way so that all three buildings are addressed together.  We believe 
there are also opportunities to connect the three sites both physically and in the way 
they are used and managed which would bring important benefits to the area while 
respecting their individual character and overall contribution to the Conservation 
Area.   We are therefore disappointed that the draft document only singles out the fire 
station site instead of addressing the whole area as an integrated whole. 
 
8. In respect of the fire station we support community focused mixed use 
development but not for this to include a residential element. 
 
Brook House 
 
9. We support the re-use of Brook House which has remained under-used for 
many years.  We are not prescriptive about the future use of this building but the final 
document needs to acknowledge the constraints due to the sensitive access along 
Cricket Green, as recognised by the Cricket Green Charter: 
 

“Retaining and enhancing the character of Cricket Green road running 
alongside the east of the cricket ground should be a starting point for any 
future development in Birches Close or at Brook House” 
 

Birches Close 
 
10. We support a significant re-think in the design, layout and re-use of this site 
which is currently a mess and poorly used.  While supporting healthcare and related 
uses the final document needs to acknowledge the constraints due to the sensitive 
access along Cricket Green, as recognised by the Cricket Green Charter: 
 

“Retaining and enhancing the character of Cricket Green road running 
alongside the east of the cricket ground should be a starting point for any 
future development in Birches Close or at Brook House” 

 
11. We believe any development should be required to integrate better with 
Cricket Green by visually and functionally drawing the open space into the site. 
  
Wilson Hospital 
 
12. We support continuing health use for this site.  If this were to cease then we 
believe consideration could additionally be given to sensitively designed hotel uses 
alongside the other suggested uses.  Any development should also be required to 
enhance public access and provide new access routes to Cranmer School to reduce 
the impact of the “school run” on local roads. 
   
Worsfold House & Chapel Orchard 
 
13. We believe Worsfold House provides a significant area for potential 
development, generating community infrastructure levy for the benefit of the 
neighbourhood.  We support residential use and recognise the potential to consider 
the best location for this through relocating some of the existing educational uses.  
We ask that consideration be given in the final document to addressing two issues in 
the Cricket Green Charter through: 
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 Enhancing public access between Church Road and London Road Playing 
Fields as part of any scheme 

 

 Use of a Community Land Trust to undertake the development 
 
Other sites 
 
14. We have identified two additional sites for consideration: 
 

 Hallowfield Way / La Sporta Hall – for economic and community uses 
respectively 

 

 Canons former car park – an important area of open space between the listed 
mansion houses of Park Place and the Canons which has been identified as 
a potential site for the Mitcham Local Care Centre or for housing.  We believe 
this should be retained as open land as part of a wider rediscovery of the 
cultural and historic importance of the Canons grounds. 

 
Green corridors, open space and nature conservation 
 
15. We welcome the more inclusive approach to open space and the addition of 
many small sites which have previously been excluded.  We do not support deletion 
of Lower Green West as a recognised Green Corridor – it fulfils the necessary criteria 
and is separated from the rest of the Green Corridor on the cricket ground only by a 
road.  As noted in the Plan, the Mayor’s Biodiversity Strategy states that “small 
discontinuities, such as division by a road, are allowed”. In historic, physical and 
administrative terms, Lower Green West is an integral part of the network of local 
green space which connects to Mitcham Common. 
 
16. We welcome inclusion of St Peter and St Paul Churchyard, London Road 
Playing Fields, Three Kings Pond (and the addition of Commonside Rough) and 
Canons Pond as Sites of Interest for Nature Conservation.  We would encourage 
renaming the Cranmer Green Pond SINC as Cranmer Green and Pond for clarity – it 
covers a much wider area than the pond.  
 
Wandle Valley Regional Park 
 
17. It is helpful to have the boundaries of the Regional Park accurately defined in 
the development plan. We support the majority of the proposed changes in and 
around Cricket Green, including the Methodist Church, obelisk, Canons Leisure 
Centre, Canons Lodge, Vestry Hall and Fire Station. 
 
18. We do not agree with the proposed exclusion of the Cricketers pub site from 
the Wandle Valley Regional Park.  The rationale has been overtaken by events with 
rejection of the two recent appeals for residential use.  It inclusion would be 
consistent with the designation of the island site proposed above and the inclusion of 
both the Vestry Hall and Fire Station. 
 
Local list 
 
19. We encourage inclusion of the following in the Local List: 
 

 Three Kings Pond – noted for the historic carriage ramps  

 War memorial on Lower Green West 
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Web:  www.mitchamcricketgreen.org.uk 
 
Email:  info@mitchamcricketgreen.org.uk 
 
Twitter: @mitchamcrktgrn 
 
Mail: c/o MVSC, The Vestry Hall, 336/338 London Road, Mitcham, Surrey 

CR4 3UD 
 

http://www.mitchamcricketgreen.org.uk/
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