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CRICKET GREEN SCHOOL – CHANGE OF USE, CAR PARK RESURFACING 
AND FENCING 

 
Application number 12/P2379  

October 2012 
 

1. Mitcham Cricket Green Community and Heritage is the civic society for this 
part of Merton and part of the wider civic movement through membership of the 
national charity Civic Voice.  We take an active interest in the future of the Cricket 
Green Conservation Area and its environs and have been closely involved in the 
development of the Borough Character Studies, the Conservation Area Appraisal and 
Management Plan and numerous development proposals in the area.   
 
2. We have considered the proposals in the context of the new National 
Planning Policy Framework, development plan (Core Strategy, UDP and London 
Plan), draft Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan and the emerging 
Borough Character Studies.  The application relates to a site within Mitcham Cricket 
Green Conservation Area where all development must conserve or enhance the 
Conservation Area. 
 
3. The site is specifically identified in the draft Conservation Area Appraisal and 
Management Plan for Cricket Green as one which would benefit from environmental 
improvement to contribute more positively to the character of the area.  Specifically it 
states in Policy ENV1 that: 
 

ENV 1: Chapel Orchard, Hall Place, Worsfold House 
The Council will support proposals that can deliver the creative 
redevelopment of these sites. Schemes for redevelopment that build on the 
surrounding quality of the conservation area and create new, high quality 
contemporary developments will be encouraged. 

 
This is supported by the commentary that: 
 

“The architectural quality of these buildings as well as the public realm that 
surrounds them, has a detrimental impact on the character of the 
conservation area. Their redevelopment would be supported to achieve a 
high quality of built form that would make a positive contribution towards the 
character of the conservation area. 
 
“In addition, the public realm around these buildings is in need of 
improvement. There is a need to rationalise the parking within these areas 
and to improve the boundary treatments adjacent to London Road. 
Uncontrolled parking is intrusive in the street scene, especially at the two 
entrances onto Church Road where parked cars narrow the access. Parking 
occurs on the grassed areas, damaging the landscape as well as the kerbs. 
Boundary fencing in this area is of poor quality and the area would be greatly 
improved by replacing it with railings.” 

 
4. We agree that there is potential for significant environmental improvement as 
part of these proposals and there is a real opportunity for Merton to show leadership 
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by example by ensuring its education investment also supports achievement of other 
policy goals.  We welcome the benefits the proposals will bring in removing clutter, 
providing a clear boundary to the site, offering more co-ordinated boundary 
treatments, reducing the number of gates, providing a one way system and 
addressing important practical issues such as bin storage.  We also welcome the 
proposals to put the former local authority offices in Chapel Orchard into productive 
use as an educational facility.   
 
5. We are disappointed, however, by some aspects of the plans and there are a 
number of practical issues which we wish to see addressed before planning 
permission is granted: 
 

 The proposal should result in no net loss of open land and trees – we dispute 
the view in the planning application that there are no trees that add to the 
character of the site or which could influence the development.  Open space 
and trees are at risk from the proposed:  
o entrance to Car Park A with the potential loss of a silver birch tree 
o enlargement of Car Park A to the east which would result in the loss of 

marginal open land which is recognised as significant open space in the 
draft Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan 

o amalgamation of what is currently in Car Park A with the adjacent 
playground which could result in the loss of an important tree and bushes 
which add considerable character to the site and screens the school 
buildings 

 

 The opportunity should be taken to give more attention to the Grade II listed 
remains of C14th Hall Place Chapel which are located in Car Park A.  We are 
shocked that the existence of this listed structure is not recognised in the 
proposals and it does not even appear on the detailed maps which otherwise 
show every guardrail and drain cover on the site.  The arch is already at risk 
of damage from regular fly parking on the grass and would benefit from its 
boundaries being more clearly delineated as part of the scheme.  The 
detailed finishing of Car Park A should enhance the setting of this important 
structure and some simple interpretation should be provided.  This could be 
achieved as part of the proposals at no significant additional cost and we 
should also be happy to work with the applicants in discussing the availability 
of grants for providing interpretation where none currently exists.  We are also 
keen that any permission is conditional on specific measures being taken to 
protect the arch during any works associated with implementing this proposal 

 

 We share the view expressed in the draft Conservation Area Appraisal and 
Management Plan that the boundary of the site should be provided by railings 
and not a combination of wooden fencing and concrete posts – this would 
contribute positively to the character and appearance of the Conservation 
Area and provide clear evidence of the Council’s intention to lead by example 

 

 The new surfacing used for the three car parks and new pathways should be 
permeable and reduce the overall run off from the existing site – the planning 
application provides only generalised information that asphalt and concrete 
will be used without specifying the material to be used.  The car park surface 
should also be of a type which can become vegetated over time, as is 
currently the case with parts of Car Park B.  This will reduce the overall visual 
impact of the car parks  
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 The kerbing around the existing car parks should be removed or reduced to 
something more sensitive to the site as part of measures to reduce the overall 
visual impact 
 

 It is essential that the lighting proposed between Car Parks A and B is most 
sensitively designed – it should direct light downwards, minimise light 
pollution and be as minimal as possible.  The site will be secured by the new 
boundary fence and overly bright lighting simply creates areas of shadow 
which increase the security risk.  The risk of intrusive light pollution from 
poorly designed lighting of car parks is evident in the recently completed 
development adjacent to the GP surgery alongside the Wilson Hospital – this 
is too bright, there are too many lights and they are not designed to direct the 
light downwards.  The damaging effect on the character of this part of the 
Conservation Area at night is self-evident and similar damage needs to be 
avoided as part of this development 
 

 The opportunity should be taken to improve management of the site, including 
action against illegal car parking by those not using the facilities and ensuring 
all bins are located within designated enclosures – a recent site visit found 
bins in a number of different locations across the site in full public view 
 

 No information is provided on the external refurbishment of the Chapel 
Orchard building other than it will “match the existing appearance” and we 
would welcome further detail of what is proposed 
 

6. In conclusion we ask that planning permission for the proposed development 
is only granted if the issues raised in paragraph 5 are addressed.  
 
 
Web:  www.mitchamcricketgreen.org.uk 
 
Email:  info@mitchamcricketgreen.org.uk 
 
Twitter: @mitchamcrktgrn 
 
Mail: c/o MVSC, The Vestry Hall, 336/338 London Road, Mitcham, Surrey 
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